
PRESENTER

The statements and conclusions contained in this paper are those of the author(s) only and not those of the New Zealand Law Society. This 
booklet has been prepared for the purpose of a Continuing Legal Education course.  It is not intended to be a comprehensive statement of the 
law or practice, and should not be relied upon as such. If advice on the law is required, it should be sought on a formal, professional basis.

Kerryn Beaton, Barrister, Christchurch
Kerryn is a barrister specialising in criminal defence. She has previously worked 
as a senior Crown prosecutor and Deputy Public Defender in Christchurch, and 
recently returned to New Zealand after two years as a Legal Officer with the United 
Nations Assistance to the Khmer Rouge Trials in Cambodia.



CONTENTS  

ALTERNATIVES TO CONVICTION ...................................................................................................... 1 

INTRODUCTION .......................................................................................................................................... 1 
PRE-CHARGE WARNINGS ............................................................................................................................ 1 
COMMUNITY JUSTICE PANELS (CJP) .......................................................................................................... 3 
POLICE ADULT DIVERSION SCHEME .......................................................................................................... 3 

Process for consideration ..................................................................................................................... 4 
Entry of plea? ....................................................................................................................................... 5 
Offender-based criteria ........................................................................................................................ 5 
Offence-based criteria .......................................................................................................................... 6 
Outcomes .............................................................................................................................................. 6 

DISCHARGE WITHOUT CONVICTION ............................................................................................................ 8 
The statutory test .................................................................................................................................. 8 
Admission into a profession/advanced study ........................................................................................ 9 
Ability to travel overseas .................................................................................................................... 10 
Loss of employment ............................................................................................................................ 12 
Concurrent name suppression applications ....................................................................................... 14 

CONCLUSION ........................................................................................................................................... 17 
 

  


